PVAO B

The Quarterly Newsletter of the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office

VOLUME 4

ISSUE 2

SEPTEMBER

2011

PVAO:
Beyond Anniversaries

Long before the Philippine Vetera
Affairs Office was formally constituted a
0KS YIFIAyYy 3Syoe A
affairs in the country on September 24
1972, it has already been doing its missif
way back in the early 1900s.

Its roots date back to February 2
1918 when Philippine Legislature Act N
2756, considered the very first legislatio
on veterans benefit administration, wa
passed granting power to the Secretary
the Department of Interior to certify the
records of disabled soldiers of th
Philippine Revolution. The said a
likewise authorized the Secretary d
Interior to gather, care for, and assist sug
disabled soldiers of past revolutions a
for that purpose, may establish, equif
THE VETERAN -CENTENARIAN. and manage homes for disabled soldie

&1 atsuitable places.
Veteran Alfonso Caplis Fabros was born on February " On March 24, 1920, Philippin

13, 1901 at Balaoar_w,_L_a Union. He served as_a member o Legislature Act No. 2922 was approve
the 1st Regular Division PA under the United States [ /. . . . . .
Armed Forces in the Far East (USAFFE). Mr. Fabros has| = this time, 9_""”“”9 2l “f_e pens"?(‘ td
12 children and is presently residing at Calaanan, \ General Emilio Aguinaldo in recognition
Bongabon, Nueva Ecija. At the age of 110, he can still ] \ his services to the cause of the Philippi
stand on his own and walk within the house. He chews Revolution.
ngangaand rolled tobacco leaves during his pastime.

PVAO celebrates its 39th anniversary with a firm resolve to
ccontinue and enhance its meaningful service to

(Continued on page 9)

(Photo courtesy of Ms. Mercy Facun, PVAO FSEO#3 -Tarlac)
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OPVAO has always been a source of prigean exemplary " ——
agency that puts at its best the IDR disciplinesaid Atty. Rafae
G. Hipolito, the newhassigned Resident Ombudsman for t -
Department of National Defense, Armed Forces of the Philipp
- Philippine Navy, and Philippine Veterans Affairs Office duri
special Executive Committee (Execom) Meeting at the PJ
Conference Room on August 03, 2011.

Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina welcomed Atty. Hipolito ==
an agency briefing to update him on the progress of the Integis
Development Action Plan (IDAP) implementation and the initig
reforms, particularly in organizational structure & distribution

tasks pursuant to the approved functidrased plantilla of PVA
Prior to the briefing, Atty. Romeo S. Lazo, Deputy Administr:
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Administrator Carolina shows to Atty. Hipolito the

. . . PVAO Citizends Charter conspicuous
introduced the division and section chiefs who are also mem' pyag Frontline Section.

of the ExeCom.

Atty. Hipolito is not really a newcomer in PVAO, having been a member of the Integrity Development Review (IDF
team that helped the agency formulate its IDAP.

Addressing the PVAO officials, Atty. Hipolito also said that he comes with marching orders from Ombudsmal
Conchita Carpia 2 NI £t Sa ¢K2aS ARSI 2F SNIRAOFGAY3a O2NNHzLIIA2Yy
Philippine Supreme Court, Ombudsman Caldimrales whose appointment to lead the constitutional body was
announced during the July 2011 State of the Nation Address of Pres. Benigno C. Aquino lll, identified as priority tt
drafting of terms of references for big ticket contracts involving public agencies to ensure that those projects will
benefit the people.

tddeod TALREAGZ2Z GKFIY1SR GKS t+!'h alyl3SySyid F2NJ (KS
office buildings after the briefing to familiarize him with thedlstering of offices that has taken place.

Admitted to the Philippine Bar in 1999, Atty. Hipolito continued his pursuit of higher learning in prestigious academic
institutions such as the Asian Institute of Management and the University of Hongkong. The young and energeti
Ombudsman finished his International Postgraduate Certificate Course in Corruption Studies in 2004 with Distinction.

He first joined government service as a Legal Officer in the Department of Agriculture in 1997 before transferring tc
the Office of the Ombudsman in the year 2000. He was a member of the Drafting Committee on the Implementing
Rules and Regulations of the Arfiled Tape Law. He was also part of the Philippine Delegation which drafted the
Terms of Reference for the Implementation Review Mechanism of the United Nations Convention Against Corruptiol
(UNCAC) Vienna Austria after which he served as an assessor in the Pilot Implementation Review of UNCAC, Bog

Republic of Columbia.
Atty. Hipolito succeeded Atty. Katherine C. Jamb&ltabar who was
Ff&az2 AyadNdzySydlrt G2 GKS ONX FTiAy3
reassigned to the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) where she
would definitely share her wealth of experiences as an effective resident
ombudsmany

Atty. Katherine C. Jambaro -Altubar, former resident Ombudsman of PVAO,
receives a Certificate of Appreciation from A, PVAO for her numerous contri-
butions to the agencyds efforts to raise its |

frontline services delivery. Also on photo is Ms. Lea Rosemary V. Liban,
Chief of Planning & Management Division who was also a part of the
Integrity Development Review Team that previously assessed PVAO.
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Lady legislator Lani MercadRevilla assured her support - ‘
T2N) € SAratl GABS YSIH adzNHrithel B ¥ Y EFEN
15" Congress during a flageremony program last July 11, gi ' ' =Y.

2011 at the PVAO Covered Court in consonance with t
Gender and Development (GAD) plan being implemented k=
the agency.

Rep. MercadeRevilla was chosen by the PW&AD
Committee as its fourth GAflibcate for her versatility as a
f SIAatFd2NE || RSG2GSR &Lk dz
and a handon mother to her children and granchildren. =
She  was preceded by Dr. Pilar H. de Ocarr“;ep‘ I'Vle;'rcdo -Revilla recelveda mer;wento of pictures of her
Atty Anthonette V. Allones and former Rep Riza Hontivel participation during the Araw ng Kagitingan 2011 celebration.

Baraquel, who were previously invited to inspire agercy
employees to nurture a gendesensitive environment that protects and promotes the rights of both employees and
clientele.

¢KS NBLINBaSYyiGlFrGAGS 2F /1 @AGSQa aSO2yR RAAGNAOG oNE
officers and employees of the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office on her accomplishments anakiewHer being a
neophyte in a malelominated Congress has not deterred her from actively joining 16 congressional committees in
varying capacity as chairperson, vid®airperson or member.

To date, she has authored 35 bills andathored 75 bills of local and national significance, majority of which
grants state protection and/pr benefits to the marginalized sectors of the soci¢he women, children and the
elderly. Among the bills she -@uthored wasHouse Bill No. 4359, An Act Providing For The Payment Of The Total
Administrative Disability Pension to Senior Veterans of Wars and Military Campaigmsed by the Lower House
on May 31, 2011 and transmitted to the Senate on June 02, 2011.

Jesusa Victoria Hernandez in real life, Rep. Lani is a daughter of
the late Maj. Vicente Lagrosa Hernandez and Old Age Pensioner
Justa Garcia Hernandez. Her father was a USAFFE veteran who
continued serving in the Armed Forces of the Philippines as a
member of the Philippine Constabulary. During the Sunset
Ceremony at the Libingan ng mga Bayani on April 11, 2011 this
year, she accepted the Posthumous Award for Gallantry in Action
conferred on her father by PVAO.

After the program, Rep. MercaeRevilla graciously stayed for
photo-ops with agency employees and joined the members of the
PVAO Executive Committee for an agency briefing at the PVAO
Conference Roony,

SNAP(pY)SHOTS
GOING BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY :

Our snappy salute to veteran Reggie A. Nacua (utmost right, second row). Not only iCl B
isubmit his picture for PVAOds Revalida
i to dressup and gather for a souvenir photo for PVAO. Mr. Nacua is a World War I vet
and now lives in San Diego, California, USA.
! The Revalidation Program is part of the threeged program of PVAQO in cleansmg itg
pension list. It requires the annual submission of Pensioner Update Form (PUF), lates
: of the pensioner, photocopy of governnissiied IDs, and other related documents.
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PEFTOK Veterans Share Korean War Experience
+1 OAAT 7A0 3Ui i OEOGI 30AAAAAO ET 01 Al OF

Veterans Ernesto A. Venturina, Jovencio P. Dominguez, Faustino
Tumamak and Francisco S. Tamondoofgthe 19" and 13" Battalion
Combat Teams, Philippine Expeditionary Forces to Korea (PEFTOK)
sharedreaf ATS o6 GGtS SELISNASYOS Ay |
t9C¢hYQa DNBFGSad .FddGtSa¢g 2y | dz3
College of the Philippines auditorium.

Organized to remember the valuable participation of the PEFTOK
veterans during the Korean War from 19%053, three distinguished
Living Heroes (L-R) Veterans Francisco Tamondong, historians also each gave a lecture on selected highlights of the Korean
Ez?ﬁmsglgﬁtﬁ:n&i?:\i vJv‘;ﬁiSiL‘},Es?L‘?L"g“ez’ and Emesto pyar  Mr. Art ViIIasgnta, son pf the Korean War corresponcjent Johnny F.

: tAfflalyuolY RAA&AaOdzaaSR da¢KS hNAIA
Professor Rico Jose of the University of the Philippiiéman on the
G.radtsS 2F |, dz R2y3dzé¢ YR t NEFS&aa2N WHySid ! Gdzidzo2 27
9 SNA So¢
A wellmix of high school students, members of
academe, representatives from the Philippine National Policels
Armed Forces of the Philippines, descendants of Korean &
veterans, and the Korean War veterans themselves attendeq’
symposium. An open forum facilitated by Dr. Evelyn A. Soy #
President of the Philippine Historical Association ens 3 :
thereafter. > ks 4 %/
Julito Velasco, Jr., a sophomore student of Quirino — - nad -
. . B L, .| Looking Up (L-R) PVAI President Col. Paterno V. Viloria, Mr. Art Villasant
School, shared his discovery during the symposianh, A Y R | wrs. isabelita Aganon, Prof. Janet Atutubo, Prof. Rico Jose, and PVAO Adfninis-

: trator Ernesto Carolina. At the back of Administrator Carolina is PHA Presi
pala sa bansa lumalaban ang ating mga sundalo. Ngayon ko] ;* -

YIEEFEYEY Y Gdzydziidzt 2y3 RAyYy Lo ——— o= 0| )
bl LI Gdzylk ety 12 yaleéz2y yIF YFGFELFyYy3 GFEEFAF Fy3a tAfALRAY
ad 5AaddyO2r | a20AFf &a0GdzRRASE G(GSIFOKSNJI 2F wWz2as to |

YSFEYAYy3FdzZd | OlGADBAGeE 3¢ -daptk ST tHelKdidai \WeaRihapagtibay nitd InaRouhiagygal A Y
totoongtaocl Y3 AO0AydzodzAa al 3IA&SNI dé
Her student, Francis Jerimiah Manaog, a sophomore student of Jose P. Laurel National High School, already t

plans on what he learned from the symposium! y 3 lidpgrtantelkong natutunan dito sa symposiumlaye of
countrydabhil ito ang kulang sa bayan natin ngayon eh. Mahal nila@ngtry nila kaya hindi nila hahayaang bumag-
sak. Kailangang ipamahagi ito (aking mga natutunan) sa iba Koegds.We were given a wonderful opportunity to
attend [the symposium], sdapat lang na share din
YIEYAY AG2 al Aol o¢

The symposium was organized by the Philippine
Veterans Affairs Office (PVAO) and the PEFTOK
Veterans Association, Inc. (PVAI) in cooperation with
| the Philippine Historical Association as part of a series
of activities on the occasion of the 2011 Korean War

eterans of the Philippines Memorial Dgfy.

Every PEFTOK Veteran Counts!
As part of the joint efforts to locate and account all surviving PEFTOK veterans, the Philippine Veterans Affairs tD€ieERNAK Veterans
Association, Inc. (PVAI) are inviting all PEFTOK veterans and their dependents to get in touch with PVAO and PYAL. iékativedis part of
this defining moment in our count r y-®&206drCot Paterny V. Vipria,ePa. IVAIPEsider, ettt |
(029112579 or email him at patviloria@ahoo.com. Wedd be happy to
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Korean War Veterans in the Philippines Remembered
Series of Meaningful Activities Held

His Excellency Hye Min Lee, Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of Korea to the Philippines, underscored the debt of gratitude the Korean
people owes the Philippine Expeditionary Forces to Korea (PEFTdDKhg the
Korean War which serves as the strong cornerstone in the bilateral relations between
the two countries.

In his speech during the 8Annual PVAI Convention held last September 7, 2011 at
the Philippine Army Officers Club, Fort Andres Bonifacio, Taguig City, the Korean
Ambassador assured not only the PEFTOK Veterans Association Incorporated (PVAI
odzi GKS CAfALAYZ2 LIS2LXS Ay 3ISYSNIf 2F Y2NBIQa FdzZ f adz
largest trading partner of the Philippines and the third largest source of foreign investment, Ambassador Lee also mentione
the gains both countries have sustained through economic and cultural partnership over the yg

Meanwhile, Ms. Rosa Rosal, Governor of the Philippine National Red Cross who was the
Honor during the convention, encouraged every PEFTOKER to continue the noble service t
offered to the country when they were still at the prime of their youth. With the the
G/ 2YYAOGYSyd G2 /[ dz GdzNB 2F Ly G S3NR dGive their days
when they were sent to defend the South Koreans from the insurgencies of North i§ogegi S y°
are old, we can still make a difference. And if before, | did not think twice of serving the coun
ing the Korean War, | would not think twice of doing the same today if there is a need for me {
0 KS O2 dzy (sdidithe PNRIC Ggveriog

After the message, the Korean ambassador with Hon. Cho Yungkil, Adviser of
Korean War Memorial Foundation and Former Korean Minister of National Defense,
led the awarding of scholarship grants to elementary, high school, and college

students. Incentives were also given to scholars that garnered high grades.

'l Before the convention, a wreathlaying ceremony was also held at the Korean War
Memorial Pylon at the Libingan ng mga Bayani. It was led by Hon. Eduardo G. Batac,
Undersecretary for Civil, Veterans, and Reserve Affairs of the Department of National
| Defense as the guest of honor and speaker and Col. Kim Yi Kon, South Korean Defens:

PEFTOK Cup Open Golf Tournament: A Success

t+!h Ay O22LISNI A2y 6AGK t+! LY gl a adzO
/[ dzLJ h LISy D2 f FlasttSepteMber 3¢ 301 at the Veterans Golf Club in
VMMC as part of the commemorative activities of the 2011 Korean War Veterans in the
Philippines Memorial Day.

As anticipated, the said tournament drew the support and participation of noted
veterans and sports aficionados such as former President Fidel V. Ramos, Sec. Eduardt
R. Ermita, Sec. Renato S. de Villa, USec. Eduardo G. Batac, Chairman Jose P. Magno Jr., and other retired officers.

Several officials and dignitaries from South Korea ¢'~~
attended the tournament with His Excellency Ambassay
Hye Min Lee, who performed the ceremonial {e#. S

The proceeds of the PEFTOK Cup Golf Tourna
which amounted to P500,000jas immediately turned
over by PVAO Administrator to Col. Paterno Viloria, H
t NBaAARSYy(lid® ¢KAA @GAff a dzLJ

and medical outreach programs to veterans and their Former Pres. Fidel Ramos, Administrator Carolina, and Sec. Eduardo Ermlta share
pendents y a few light moments with His Excellency Hye Min Lee of South Korea.
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(CONVETS SDAI) recently inducted its new set of offilastsSeptember 16,
2011 at the PVAO Conference Room.

PVAO Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina personally led the oath taking
ha. ceremony, which formally installed the following officers: Mr. Jaime U. Ingay
_ as President, Mr. Pedro S. Molina as Vice President, Mr. Rosalino M. Cra-
| " S bantes as Secretary; Mr. Regie Gacayan as Treasurer; Mr. Jan Francis Ingay &
Leaders Young and OIdCONVETS SDAI (above) Auditor, and Mr. Edgar B. Gacayan as Sgt. at Arms. A new Board of Directors
and CONVETS (below) took their oath of office.  \were likewise inducted, namely: Ms. Priscilla M. Jalandoon, Ms. Victoria
‘ Molina, Mr. Gary Francisco, Ms. Lydia Abando, Ms. Salvacion Vasquez, and
Ms. Florentina P. Awisi.

CONVETS is one of the chartered members of the Veterans Federation of
the Philippines under RA 2640 and is now under the leadership of Cmdr.
Roberto Gacayan. Meanwhile, the CONVETS SDAI is an affiliate organization
of CONVETS founded on June 5, 2011. Expressing their full confidence in
PVAO as the primary agency that manages veterans affairs, CONVETS SD/
welcomed the assistance of PVAO in officially instating its new breed of
f SFRSNEX Ay | O0O2NRIyOS (2 Aida IYSYRSR O2yadAiiddzirzyx
selves the National Officers of the Organization and include its Members the President of the Auxiliary and the Pres
RSyd 2F (GKS {2¥a YR 5FdAKIiSNR®E

PVAO Bulletin is published quarterly by the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office.
For comments, questions, or reactions, you may write to:

PVAO Strategic Communications Sectatrpvao.publicaffairs@yahoo.com and pvao_oa@yahoo.com.



