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Sec. Gazmin Lauds PVAOOds Cl ear

Ly (1SSLAY3I 6A0GK t NBaA RSypiior® Sy A
agenda, National Defense Secretary Voltaire T. Gazmin pughed
for the cleansing of PVAO Pension List as one of his ngjor
thrusts in advancing the welfare of the Filipino veterans.

During his visit to the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office fand
B NR2dza OGSGSNIyaQ 2NBFYAT I@GA2
PVAO Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina to aggressively pglirsue
its campaign to cleanse its pension list. In response, PVAQlinsti-
tuted a threepart campaign: the Revalidation System, thefDi-
rect Remittance Pension Servicing System (DRPSS), afid the
t+x!lh tSyarz2ySNRa L5

The Revalidation System allows the agency to monitofithe
ailiGdza FYR ¢6KSNBFro2dzia 2F AdGa LISyairzySNa (KNRIBEK i
while, the Direct Remittance Pension Servicing System or the DRPSS, which eliminated the mailing di pensio
checks and instead, directly remits all pensions through PVAO servicing banks and financial institutions fhas cor
tinuously notified PVAO of bank accounts that have been inactive for at least three (3) consecutive monfhs. This
prompts PVAO to terminate the remittance of pension as a safety net against overpayments.

Since DRPSS was launched last 2008, PVAO was able to recover
and save funds amounting to P4.20B, which were used to pay g
rent pension obligations and unpaid pensions of veterar§
pensioners. This has allowed PVAO to pay almost 30,000
War 1l veterans last 2009, cutting off the pension arrears by al
50%.

More recently, PVAO was able to recover a total
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4,318 deaths of pensioners within the period of January to J

2011 aloney
IN THIS ISSUE: THE FLAG AND THE VETERAN.
_ / Jaime Gardanao, a war veteran, proudly
1 US Senator Meets WWII Filipino Veterans carries a Philippine flag-let at the Mau-
soleo delos Veteranos dela Revolucion
1 What Veterans Need to Know at the Manila North Cemetary during
the simultaneous raising of the flag na-
1 SND Directs VFP Reorganization tionwide in celebration of the 113th
| Araw ng Kalayaan.
1 New PVAO Website

(PIA-NCR/Domingo B. Natividad)

Serbisyo sa Beterano. Serbisyo sa Bayan.
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June 12, 201Xk Joining the simultaneous flagising and wreathaying
ceremony held across the country in celebration of the"L &Bniversary
‘of the Proclamation of Philippine Independence, PVAO Administrator
4 Ernesto G. Carolina told the Manila City Government and the National His-

tery.

G2S ySSR ' 0A3IIASNI aLF OS I NRPdzyR (K
commemorative events such as today. This will enable more pepple-
Honoring the veterans at the Mausoleo de los Vgfoylarly the students who are joining us naywto better appreciate and
eranos de la Revolucion in Manila North Cemetefy, | & the significance of the heroic Filipinos who fought for our freedom
RAZNAY 3 GKS t KAfALILAYS wS@2fdziaz2ysé GKS ! RYAYA&UGNI 42N

Representing the National Defense Secretary Voltaire T. Gazmin, the Administrator further expressed his observ
tions regarding the congested state of the mausoleum and proposed that its vicinity be cleared, even within an area c
Fad €Srad pnn aly G2 YI1S GKS LXFOS aFAdG F2NI I ylLaAz2y

Noting the presence of the WWII veterans during the event, the Administrator also read the prepared message o
{ SONBGFNE DITYAY OAGAY3d GKFEGY aLG A& F2N 0KSY FyR Gf
GKA& LX SlFalyd O2YYSY2NI A2y dé (continued on page 8)

PVAO-FILVETS medical mission

Hundreds of veterans and surviving spouses of deceased veteran
Orani, Bataanbenefited from medical and dental mission jointly spo
sored by PVAO and Filipino Veterans Foundation (FILVETS) Inc. on A
2011.

A total of 200 veterans and surviving spouses from the different ba
gays of Orani, Bataan received free medical and dental consultations
free medicines from PVAO in partnership with FILVETS. Aside fro
medical and dental consultations, wheelchairs and canes were also ¢
to veteranspatients in need. .

Joining the medical mission tean PVAO employees participate in the medical missiop.
Congresswoman Herminia B. Roman, Chairman of the House Committee on
Veterans Affairs and Welfare thanked the PVAO and FILVETS officials for bring-
ing the services closer to the veterans in Orani, Bataan. Administrator Ernesto
G. Carolina in his message, acknowledged the continuous support of Congress-
woman Roman in initiating legislation that would upgrade the benefits of vet-
erans.

The PVA&ILVETS medical mission is one of the activities under the-PVAO

y 3 ﬁ,‘ FILVETS pa'rtr)ers.hip geared towgrds providing health care service§ to Filipino
Congresswoman Roman joined (RYAGFILVETS veterans residing in far flung provinces who cannot avail of the services of the
e eSS B, Veterans Memorial Medical Center (VMME).

PVAO - FILVETS Medical Mission Schedule : July 8 - Lipa City, Batangas / July 28 - GMA, Silang,
Cavite / August 25 - Fort Magsaysay, Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija / Sept 29 - San Juan, Batangas
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US Senator Meets Filipino WWII Veterans

Senator Daniel Ken Inouyéresident pro tempore of the United States Sen-
ate and Chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, met with Filipino
WWII Veterans in a simple gathering of patriots and friends on April 26, 2011
at the DND Social Hall after his customary courtesy call on Defense Secretary
Voltaire T. Gazmin.

WWII veterans, represented by leaders of various veterans organizations,
expressed their gratitude to Senator Inouye by presenting a Resolution
thanking him for his deep commitment in giving justice and equity to the
Filipino Veterans. Secretary Gazmin, a son of a WWII veteran, led in the pres-
entation of the resolution.

Filipino Veterans Equity Compensation (FVEC) Fund that was included i
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which appropriated
M for the onetime payment of $15,000 to Filipino WWII veterans who
US citizens and $9,000 to Filipino WWII veterans who areU®ritizens.
Through the initiative of Senator Inouye in July 2010, an additional $
was added to FVEC Fund raising the total of $265M. As of December
almost 18,000 Filipino WWII veterans received their-trmee payment.

In his remarks, Senator Inouye recounted the commitment made by t
US President Roosevelt in 1941 to give full US veterans benefits to Fil
veterans. This promise was rescinded by law in 1846.K Sy L f S|Senator Inouye receives a resolution as an| ex-
OKAEAY L 4613 | aAKIF YSRheSahatassaid.i Y& O pression of gratitude from the Filipino veterans.

Senator Inouye ended by thanking the Filipino veterans for the friendship and warm welcome during s visit.

WWII FVEC Recipients May Avail :
Monthly Benefits from USDVA I

1

World War Il veterans who have received the Filipino Veterans Equity Gom-
pensationlumpsum from the US Department of Veterans Affairs may also be entltled
to either compensation or pension benefits.

Compensation may be availed of by any veteran who was disabled as a re!sult of
an injury, disease or an event in military service. Given monthly, its amount }/aries in
accordance with the rate of a vetefano:

Veterans who do not have any servicmnected disability, however may apply

 for pension benefits if they are more than 65 years old or older and are permanently or totally disabled. I
| Applications with complete requirements should be mailed or submitted to the US Department of Veterans Affair
I Manila Regional Office, 1501 Roxas Blvd., 1302 Pasay. Application forms may be downloaded from the: USDVA

FROM A PROUD WWI I VETERANOGS GRANDSON

This is the photo of my late maternal grandfather, Rodolfo S. Madrid (1917 -1978), before he joined the Philippine
Army-United States Army Forces in the Far East (USAFFE) on November 17, 1941. On December 24, 1941, two
weeks after the Pearl Harbor attack, he was commissioned lieutenant and was assigned to the Off-Shore Patrol unit
of the 22nd Infantry, 21st Division of the USAFFE that fought the Japanese Imperial Army at the Bataan Peninsula.
On February 20, 1942, he led the second platoon of "M" Company, 22nd Infantry, 21st Division, USAFFE. He made
his last stand with his men at the Regimental Reserve Line (RRL) in the face of overwhelming odds during the Japa-
nese Imperial Army's general offensive on April 4, 1942, five days before Bataan fell. He was captured on the same
day (April 4), became a prisoner-of-war at Camp O'Donnell and was released on August 4, 1942 (he was suffering
from malaria). After World War 11, he joined the Philippine Army's Signal Corps and retired as lieutenant colonel in
1964. My grandfather died in 1978.

- by Rod Vincent Yabes, as posted on PVAO Facebook page
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Veteranso Future Discussed at t he 65

G ¢ KS Fdzi dzZNB 2 This is WiHat P#/SOIASNdisyadoE Ernesto G.
Carolina boldly laid out during the opening session of th® B®gular

GEU-N\’\D FEDERATY Meeting of the Supreme Council of the Veterans Federation of the Philip-

TION OF 1y
JLAR MEET) £ "HlLlI’Pl\ES i
enter, Tag“'g'::?tym: THE StipRen COUNCIL p Ines (VF P) '

May 21-22, 2011

The Administrator, who represented DND Secretary Voltaire T. Gazmin
as the guest of honor and speaker, related that there is a growing shift in
the members of the Filipino veterans community, with an increasing num-
ber of AFP retirees not only among the pensioners of PVAO but even
among the commanders of VFP.

The PVAO Administrator gaveachallengin foreca a? S, AKVI- QIS AII o %dZU HT gﬂﬂl"l LADA )/%l 22 NI
iKS BSGSNIyAO anNBryalrirall NI GRs § &S HBYAYAMEGNI 62N aYSHYysKA
War IlI/AFP veterans, of whom about 1,000 are added annually. With this
trend, £ 2y3 gA0GK GKS NBFfAdGe 2F RgAYREAy3ad GSGiSNIya 27F 2
YI22NA (e 2F 1 Ct NBGANBSAE Ay (KS ySEG FTAOS &SI NA®E

The Administrator then exhorted that the VFP, as a public corporation organized by the government through R/
cnnX &akKz2dzZ R éGNSYEI[iKSy AGa Nlyla o6& FAOGGNYOGAYy3 |yR
FyAaTrGaz2yasr G2 22Ay FyYyR 05 NBO23yAl SR dzyRSNJ (KS dzvo
2 F2N¥ | dzyAFTASR CAtALAYZ BSGSNIyaQ O2YYdzyiie |yR ¢
LR2yairoArAtAde 2F LINRY2GAy3 GKS @SGSNI yaQ (dsinugdoNgges) K

Filipino Veterans Community Urged at PVL 65th Anniversary

G SGQa dzyAldS | ¢yRVARARImIigisratar ErdestiNG. Bdofind ¢ L
tinues to audaciously echo this battle cry as he spoke during tReN@fional Con
vention of the Philippine Veterans Legion (PVL) held last June 4, 2011 at AG
ter in Quezon City.

As of present, there are about 400 members of PVL, majority of whom aref= & o/ | 3 LS8
L2ASR 2F (KS @SGSNIyaQ adzZNBAGAyYy3I ap NJ 3
current status, the Administrator advocated the move to strengthen the partigis y 1
GA2y 2F G(GKS @SGiSNIyaQ alLkRrdzasSa | yR
zations.

Q¢ Cn U] T

The PVAO Administrator and PVL officers af | d;
members huddle for a photo.

GYFAEFY3lry3 YIELIF3IGA6LE YyIEGAY Fy3 Aaly3d YIFéz2za ylI 2N
YIe o02a8ax yI {1t 0262(122 Fa yFEF L Yhe AdmyhBtratgrlagsated: BelaNd 3
LJdzA KSR F2NJ O2NNBOGAGS FyR fS3rf YSradaNBa GKFdG gAtt |

affairs and organizations.

Accordingly, the Administrator informed the members of the PVL of the
newly-created division in PVAO, which was tasked to look into the various
affairs of the veterans and their respective organizatiand. S y 26 K| @
Veterans Affairs and Management Division (or VAMD), which was approved
by the Dept. of Budget and Management. They will specifically look into the

) O2yOSNya 27F it @SGSNIyaQ 2NHIYATI G

= Also present in the convention, who also gave their respective messages

in support of PVL, were: Hunters ROTC President, Justice Manuel Pamaran,
. A who represented the Office of the Mayor of Manila; Ms. Eva Luna of the

A tribute was given to the famlly of the late Atty Sal- House of Representatives Committee on Veterans Affairs and Welfare, and;

vador A. Princesa, former PVL National Commandar. n1. - Njicolas Pamperin, the Deputy Director of the US Department of Veter-

ans Affairsy’
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SND Directs Audit and Reorganization of VFP

In accordance with the Supreme Court ruling that the Veterans Federation
of the Philippines (VFP) is a public corporation and that its funds are con-
sidered public funds Secretary of National Defense Voltaire T. Gazmin is-
sued directives to assist VFP in implementing reforms consistent to its man-
date of advancing the general welfare of all veterans as embodied in RA
2640.

Envisioned by the SND as the key to harmonizing all veterans groups into
a unified veterans community as an umbrella organization, the VFP has di-
rected to amend its constitution and Bgws and conduct an inventory of
all its assets, bank accounts, fees charged, and potential sources of revenue.

5b5 5SLI NIYSYG / ANDdzZ NI b2d mn LINPPARSE F2N G§KS af
as Affirmed by the Supreme Court Decision Pertaining to the Status of the Veterans Federation of the Philippines (VF
as a Government Owned and Controlled Corporation (GOCC) under the Supervision and Control of the Secretary of |
GA2ylf 5STFSyaSoé LG FaaSNLa (GKS ldzZikK2NRAGe 2F (GKS { b5
financial report of the Federation, the roster of members, and the current listing of VFP management and officers, no
later than every January 31 of the following year. Furthermore, periodic reports on the proceedings of each Suprem:
Council meeting, resolutions passed, and operation/activity undertaken by the VFP should also be submitted.

The issuance of the department circular is consistent with Republic Act No. 10149 or the GOCC Governance £
recently signed by President Benigno Aquino Ill, which gives a freehand to review and reorganize GOCCs, including
fix salaries, allowances, per diems, and bonuses of its board members.

As of present, the newdgreated Veterans Affairs and Management Division (VAMD) of PVAO is implementing the
RANBOGADGSa 2F (GKS 5b53 Fa ¢Sttt a AYLINRGAYyI (KRS Y2yA

Sec. Gazmin meets with the members of the VFP
headed by Col. Emmanuel de Ocampo (left).

PVAO '|oins the 69th Hunters ROTC Annual Convention

In a show of solidarity and support?VAO officers, headed by Ad-
ministrator Ernesto G. Carolina, joined the6Blunters ROTC An-
nual Convention and 35 Anniversary Celebration of Sons and
Daughters of Hunters ROTC Guerillas, Inc. (SDHI) last May 15, 2011
at the San Juan Gymnasium in Taytay, Rizal.

With the theme,& | dzy G SNA I ( -srhafsd Bagtah&kA Y
al alddzAR Yyl [ yRI dovet 3y @erand | |
and their dependents from NCR, Cavite, Rizal, and Laguna gathered
and listened to their leaders and guests, who gave inspiring mes-
sages of unity and commitment to the legacy of heroism and selfless
service to the country.

The PVAO Administr_ator addresses the convention participants. |n his remarks, Hunters ROTC president, Justice Manuel R. Pama-
Inset: PVAO officers in attendance. . . . . . .
ran, said that the convention is a reunion and a time to remind them-

selves of how they, as brothers, shared and lived as one. Meanwhile, Hunters ROTC Supremo, Col. Frisco F. San .
focused on the value of tradition of honor and good values.

l'a 2yS 2F GKS 3dzSadaz ' RYAYAAOUNI G2NI /I NREAYl O2y13
He emphasized that the key to unifying the Filipino veterans community is to strengthen the ROTC, which sadly has
dwindling number of cadets, and to revive the strong links with PMA. These institutions are supposed to train the
youth to become active participants in natiruilding. (continued on page 8)
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60" Anniversarx of the Battle of YuIdong commemorated
; 2 N 7

¥ Philippine Expeditionary Forces to Korea (PEFTOK) vetetashsby the
-~ PEFTOK Veterans Association, Inc. (PVAI) President Col. Paterno V. Viloria
t were joined by Ambassador Hye Lee Min from the Republic of Korea, PVAO
Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina and other PVAO officials, Senior AFP Of-
ficials led by MGen. Romeo D. Lustestica AFP, members of the Foreign At-
tache Corps and other dignitaries in commemorating th® A@niversary
of the Battle of Yuldong on April 14, 2011 at the Korean Memorial Pylon,
Libingan ng mga Bayani, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.

The highlight of the event was the wrealtlying ceremony followed by a
commemoratlve program dedlcated to the PEFTOK veterans

trator Carolina, and Ambassador Hye Lee Min in |th

. Geterans by recountmg in detail the gallantry, heroism and selfless acts of
wreath-laying ceremony.

the Filipino patriots who served,
during the Korean War. Meanwhile in his speech, Ambassador Hye Le
the Guest of Honor, mentioned the contribution of former Senator Nir
Aquino as a war correspondent who, at the young age of 17, covered the
and was exposed to the same risks as the combatants. The role of fg
President Fidel Ramos who led the platoon that secured the strategicallyf
Hill of Eerie was also highlighted. He ended by saying that the Korean ggs-#
ment, together with the Philippine government, will continue to uphold tis
legacy of PEFTOK and assured that the Republic of the Philippines and
lic of Korea will work together to even make their partnership even stro
for the next generations.

The program ended with the offering of flowers to the Korean Pylon for|y, , > GKS f
PEFTOK heroes who sacrificed their lives for freedom and demogracy.

THE MEANING OF THE PARTICIPATION OF THE
PHILIPPINES IN THE KOREAN WAR

It was 60 years ago when the Philippines, the first Asian country
,« and the third among the 16 UN membeations, responded to the
zUnlted Nations Security Council Resolution No. 83 dated June 27,
¢ < 1950. Despite issues on military and economic instability of the
,,; country, the Philippines sent five Batallion Combat Teams (BCTs) to
" help South Korea defend itself from the communists.

The Korean War of June 25, 1950 to July 27, X9b@ first and
last World War between democracy and communigntook the
Delegates and guests duﬂng the 60th CommemOFatlorhOfes of 112 fighting men of the PEFTOK, wounded 299 others while
LiE el e yuleng, 16 men remain officially missifig-action to this day. The Battle of
Yuldong was just one of the many victories of PEFTOK during the Koreai War.

Every PEFTOK Veteran Counts!

As part of the joint efforts to locate and account all surviving PEFTOK veterans, the Philippine Veterans Affairs
fice and the PEFTOK Veterans Association, Inc. (PVAI) are inviting all PEFTOK veterans and their dependents to
touch with PVAO and PVAI. I f you or your relative is
the PVAO office at (02) 914296 or Col. Paterno V. Viloria, Ph. DRVAI President, at (02)942579 or email him at
patviloria@ahoo.com. Wed6d be happy to hear from you
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Battle of Piis Memorial Marker Unveiled

Km. 134, Piis, Lucban, Quezqrirhe Battle of Piis Memorial &
Marker was recently unveiled on this specific site last May
2011 in honor of all the soldiers who gave up their lives to defe
the said junction. The battle lasted for two days, wherein Filipi
soldiers from the USAFFE, Philippine Scouts, and local gue
participated and succeeded in delaying the Japanese Lang
Forces in advancing to Manila during World War 1.

The unveiling ceremony was waelttended by World War Il
Veterans of Quezon Province, veteran representatives of
American Legion, local government officials, teachers and 1
dents from nearby schools and academies, Southern Luzon Q
mand (SOLCOM) headed by SOLCOM Commander Lt Gen. |
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Executlve Director Emelita Almosara, the PVAO officers head and representative of the late Cmdr. Cedula applaud ag the
Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina, and the family of the late ( marker was officially unveiled.
mander Francisco Cedula.

The said marker was initially proposed by the late Commander Francisco Cedula, who was a veteran and a surviv
of the Battle of Piis, together with the Filipisamerican Veterans of Nevada. After several meetings and coordination
between the NHCP, PVAO, the local government of Lucban, Quezon, DPWH, and the family of the late Cmdr. Cedt
the proposal was finalized and the construction of the marker was immediately undertaken.

In his message during the program, Administrator Carolina highlighted the importance of discovering and preservin
the history of our country through writing of historical books and including history as one of the major subjects in
school. Accordingly, the Administrator and the NHCP Executive Director Almosara donated historical books to th
Samanghang Pangkasaysayan, a historical society in Lucban, Quezon during the event.

The program was culminated through an Open Forum at Lucban Academy, where PVAO officers and staff attende
to the queries of World War Il veterans of Lucban and their dependents.

The Battle of Piis was fought on December 26, 1941.

It has always been the primary advocacy of
PVAO to propagate and make known the heroic
deeds of our veterans. Below are the recent
publications undertaken by PVAO:

BOOKS PUBLISHED BY PVAO

The Freedom Fighters of

Northern Luzon by Cesar Pobre
with Phillip Kimpo, Jr.

Bataan. Here is the story of ho
the various Filipino resistance
groups in Northern Luzon grew
and matured into a single, fight-
ing force after the fall and how
they had victoriously redeemed
the nationds for mi
against the advancing banzai

charging soldiers of Japan.

Cesar P Pobre

dabl e

Victory in Northern Luzon
by Cesar Pobre

A second installment to the equally
engaging narrative of the Filipino
Fighters of Northern Luzéthis

time, with the organizational and
operational dimensions of the United
States Armed Forces in the Philip-
pines, Northern Luzon (USAFIP, NL).

stand



