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Guided by theMatuwid na Daan platform of
governance of President Benigno C. Aquino Il
Defense Secretary Voltaire T. Gaznardered the
Philippine Veterans Affairs Office (PVAO)
intensify its campaign against fraud and fixing thz
deprive genuine veterans and their legitimatg
beneficiaries of their benefits from the State.
PVAO Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina th
steppedup the antifixing drive and led the crack-
down against fraud and fixing syndicate groug
operating within Camp Gen. Emilio Aquinaldo.
LG eAft 0S NBOKEfSR
anniversary last September wherein the SN
was the guest of honor, Sec. Gazmin lauded t
7 002 YLIX A aKYSy (i &rau Bectiort !
Defense Secretary VOLTAIRE T. GAZMIN gives specific directives to the Legal Affairs Division (LAD) which successf
members of the PVAO Executive Committee during a visit to PVAO. acted upon 226 cases against fixers a
fraudsters.

G 2dzNJ ONBIlI GA2Yy YR
Anti-Fraud and AntFixers Task Force in coordination with intelligence and law enforcement agencies have resulted
arrests of fixers and fraudulent claimants, and their subsequent prosecution in our courts of law. | am also awareg
£ Salf FaaAradlyOoS IyR aSNBAOSa YIRS @FrAflLoftS o6& tzx!
fixers. You have really done a great help to your veterans, from the documentation of evidences, and building o
cases against the perpetrators until the litigation of their casesinZoéirt { SO® DI T YAY &l AR®

Administrator Carolina said that out of the 226 fraud and claims fixing cases being referred to by Sec. Gaz
cases have been filed in court and are now in varying stages of prosecution. Ten of these cases were filed during t
FYYADBSNEI NBESZ O2AYyOARSyGrtte GAYAYy3 6AGK (K S-habdedFiba/sarigs
2F SYUNI LIYSyid 2LISNrdAz2ya ¢gSNB 2FAf SR 2dziNAIKIP® a2 S
undergoing investigation, collection of evidence and completion of documentation. In addition, PVAO also handles 3
FglAGAy3a O2YLX SGS R20dzySyidl A2y |aARS FNBY (KS wmagp O}
Administrator Carolina disclosed.

During weekly flag ceremony, the Administrator tirelessly exhorts the management, employees, clienteld
stakeholders of PVAO in fighting the ills of fraud and fixing that deprive the legitimate veterans and their dependsg
Stateadministered benefits. He underscored that fixers cannot and will not thrive in a hostile environment and enjg
employees to ostracize those among their ranks who engage in fixing activities and continue to besmirch the reputa
the agency.

Relatedly, he instructed Atty. Rolando D. Villaflor, LAD Chief, to sustain the momentum gained by -freeudnti
anti-fixer drive by encouraging more whistleblowers to report employees who engage in fixing and file all appl
charges against them. He also ordered the review of 46 cases that are considered closed either due to lack of @
action, failure of complainants to appear, or archived due to insufficiency of evidence. He also reminded PVAO clai
refrain from conniving with fixers & fraudsters as this may cause the termination of their bemefits.

Serbisyo sa Beterano. Serbisyo sa Bayan.




¥ PVVAO Bulletin heE e

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 4 * December 201

2011 Integrity & Human Rights Conference
&AAOOOAO 0-6drripiiod Sucdess E

The Philippine Veterans Affairs Office is truly mak’
waves with its integrity development efforts, as i
anti-corruption success was featured in the Third Integrity &
Human Rights Conference last December 14, 2011 at
Eastwood Richmonde Hotel in Libis, Quezon City.

l RYAYAAUNXG2N) 9Ny Saiz2 Do
development milestones before an international audienc
other government agencies and civil society groups that:
human rights & antcorruption advocates.

Organized by the Commission on Human Rights (CHR
the Office of the Ombudsman (OMB) in cooperation with {
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
conference is held in celebration of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights .

2 A G K 0 KSKaiagatary' ohtra atiwalial ¢ ! RYAYAAGNI G2NJ / F NRfAYl o1l &
SELISNASYyOSaz tSaazya yR | OKAS@GSYSyida Ay t+! hQa S¥F2
The conference aims to strengthen a musiiakeholder unity, to create a multiplier effect in the fight against
corruption and the promotion of human rights. It also aims to raise awareness on corruption and human rights, in the
conceptual and practical terms and to establish linkages between these subjects by exposing the debilitating effect c
O2NNHzLIGA2Y 2y KdzYly NA3IKGA GKIFIG 6SF{1Sya 3I20SNYYSydQa

people, especially of the poor and the marginaliZed.

PVAO Wows CHR Chair Etta Rosales
with its IDAP & GAD Initiatives

I 2y ® [ 2NBGGF ‘Rysfles,athairpersén oft theNddrhndission on Human
Rights of the Philippines (CHRP), lauded the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office for
advancing dynamic Gender and Development (GAD) initiatives and implementing its In-
tegrity Development Action Plan that produced tangible benefits for veterans and their
beneficiaries.

This was during a special flag ceremony at the PVAO Covered Court on December 5,
HaMmME 6KAOK Aa 2yS 2F (KS KA 3IKtDapGamgaigz T |
to End Violence Against Women (VAW) from November2&cember 12, 2011.

Addressing the men and women of PVAO, Chairperson Rosales imparted her know
f SRIS | yR SELISNIA &S \olence Ayairsy\@men RAAE)fodlidies.| Y F

/ K ANLISNE2Y w2alfSaz F2NYSNI wSLINBASy Gl (A
from 19982007, also served as Chairperson of the Committee on Human Rights in the House of Representatives.

She remarked that discrimination and violence against women, aside from overt physical manifestations, also happen ir
SY20A2ylLt YR FAYlFIYyOAlIt aLsSoOotad {KS Itaz2 FRRSR (KIdendiSya.
to all forms of abuses against women. Moreover, she said that although violence can happen to women of any age, clasd, looks
economic background, the children are also more vulnerable to various forms of violence, noting that most abuses stagt at hom

After the program, Chairperson Rosales joined the members of the PVAO Executive Committee for an agency briefin
wherein she congratulated PVAO for its successful implementation of the Integrity Development Action Plan (IDAP). Tthis paved
way to the forging of partnership between PVAO and CHR, not only in terms ofe@#¢3l advocacies and initiatives, but also on
the realization of Integrity Development Campaign in government agencies. She even invited the PVAO Administrator to preser
t+! hQad &dz00S&aa adGd2NE 2y (G(KS oNR LydSaNrxide |yR 1 dzYly wA3IKI
accepted]
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PVAO Blows Whistle to End Violence Against Women

Symbolically sealing its commitment to End Violence Agai
Women (VAW), the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office joined the simulta-
neous nationwide blowing of whistle to end VAW last December 12,
2011 culminating the 18&@ay Campaign ;

Clad in violet Gender and Development (GAD) shirts, PVAO officials™&
employees also wore advocacy pins during their flag ceremony and signed
a pledge cloth to convey their support to stop all forms of discrimination
and violence against women. '
Led by Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina, officials & employees shg

Ay dzyAdazy GKA&E &SI NRE GKSYS OK PN £ A LJ

Women (PCW)’] : bA¢9Y { 2L +A2¢€S y oS ! 3 PVAO Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina led the
Aside from the culminating event, PVAO also participated in the fg blowing of whistle symbolizing the commitment to
. . End Violence Against Women (VAW).
ing GADBrelated events: S aa v
1 Public Forum on Violence Against Women organized by F .
Ateneo Human Rights Center, and UN Wo+Réilippines
(Nov. 25)
1 Seminar on the Use of N@exist Language in All Forms of C
munication (Nov. 25)
1 Lecture on Erectile Dysfunction in Men (Dec. 2)
1 Lecture on Menopause in Women (Nov. 23)
1 DNDwide Forum on Violence Against Women at Kimberly F
Manila (Dec. 2)
1 Seminar on Policy on Sexual Harassment in the Work]
attended by forty (40) PVAO employees (Dec. 7) &
f Visit of Commission on Human Rights Chairperson & prominent
GADvocate, Hon. Loretta Ann Rosales (Dec. 5)

They have served the country
during the prime years of their lives...
Now, it’s our turn to serve them.

JOIN US.

If you have at least 72 units in college,
with First / Second Level Career Service Eligibility (Sub-Professional / Professional,
and a heart to serve our country’s veterans,

then we invite you to send your résumés to: Serbisyo sa Beterano.
PHILIPPINE VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE o
Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City 1900 Serblsyo sa Bayan'

(02) 912-1929 » pvao.hr@gmail.com



PAGE 4

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 4 * December 201
South Korean President Honors PEFTOK Veterans

South Korean President Lee Myuitgik paid homage
to the Philippine Expeditionary Forces to Korea (PEF
during his threeday official trip in the Philippines.

at the PEFTOK pylon located at thibingan ng mgd&8ayani }*
in Taguig City on November 20, 2011 where he lai
memorial wreath and spent time with PEFTOK veteransg

In his speech, President Lee shared his aspirat®®
towards a progressive Philippines and expressed SGEY. &5 ¥ i |
Y2NBI Qa AydsSydrzya (2 Kk A B s T VAN 2
t KAf ALILWMAYSEQ SO2y2YvYézx Y A Korean Pres. Lee Myung -bak poses for a photo with DND Secre- 5§ (i §

If tary Voltaire T. Gazmin, PVAO Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina,
weliare. and PEFTOK Veterans, led by former President Fidel V. Ramos.

The threeday visit of Pres. Lee affirmed the stror
bilateral relations between the Philippines and the Republic of Korea which began on March 3, 1949. This was furthe
enforced when the Philippines deployed five Battalion Combat Teams (BCTs) to Korea on September 1950 to join
16y FidA2y O2FftAdGA2y Ay RSTFSYyRAYy3a (GKS wSLJzmtAO 2F Y2N
(North) Koreal

Pro-Filipino WWII Veterans Bills Get US Congress Support

Four bills intended to benefit Filipino World War Il veterans and their families get support from members of both
Houses of the United States Congress.

These bills includ&enate Resolution 1144 A Bill to exempt children of certain Filipino World War Il veterans from
the numerical limitations on immigrant visas and for other purpostsjse Resolution 211§ Filipino Veterans of
World War 1l Family Reunification AgtA Bill to exempt children of certain Filipino World War Il veterans from the
numerical limitations on immigrant visadpuse Resolution 2116 Filipino Veterans Family Reunification Act of 2Q11
A Bill to Exempt Children of Certain Filipino World War |l veterans from the numerical limitations on immigrant visa
and for other purposeddouse Resolution21@ Filipino Veterans Act of 20X1A Bill to amend Title 38, United States
Code, to deem certain service in the organized military forces of the Government of the Commonwealth of the Phili
pines and the Philippine Scouts to have been active service for purposes of benefits under programs administered by
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Among the US legislators who conveyed support the above bills from the Upper House are Senators Daniel
Innouye (BHI) & Robert Menendez W0 = g KAE S G(GKS @S SN ya Reds.fldchieSaeiek(yy
CA); Bob Filner (BA), Mazie K. Hirono {Bl); Steve Austria {RH7); Judy Chu {DA32); Michael Honda {DA15); Eni
Faleomaga (AS); Colleen Hanabus&(D; and Rep. Jim McDermott-{RA7).

The first three bills were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary as these pertain to immigration while H.R. 210
was referred to the Veterans Committée.
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HE Harry K. Thomas, USA Ambassador to the Philippines, led the 2011 US VETERANS DAY last November 11 with ParanadeteRampeBesttative
Roilo S. Golez, former National Security Adviser, as Guest of Honor. Also present were PVAO Administrator Ernesto G, (@2dfiAaDirector Jon
Skelly, PVAO Deputy Administrator, Atty. Romeo S. Lazo; Director |1l Nostradamus Villanueva; and VMMC Asst. Directarkiibr. Vré&ali.
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ASEAN Veteran Leaders Exchange Best Practices
at VECONAC Meeting

Leaders of veterans organizations fro
Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei Darussalar
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietna
Cambodia, Laos, and Myanmar exchanged
practices on veterans affairs management
Bali, Indonesia for the 24 Executive Board
Meeting of the Veterans Confederation of th
ASEAN Countries (VECONAC) last Septembe g 1Y ==
28, 2011. B LRRRNRBRE == O = |

VECONAC, an organization of veterans fri'\/ECONAC is an organization of leaders of veterans organizationsjom

South East Asia, aims to unify and strengthen t """, 2 2 T e e

collective efforts of veteran organizations in th__ -

region to serve the interest of veterans,

including the disabled and war victims. This is done by maintaining a strong alliance among roeurtiges

through open dialogues and country reports that facilitate exchange of ideas and best practices among the

O2dzy i NAS&aQ NBaLISOGABPS OSGSNIya 2NHIYyATFGA2Yyao®
PVAO Administrator Ernesto G. Carolina headed the
Philippine delegation, which was represented by

Veterans Federation of the Philippines (VFP) officials
namely: Atty. Melosino L. Respicio, RVP for Region II;
Mr. Felix Miguel, RVP for Region Il; and Mr. Leandro T.
Pacio Jr, RVP for Region IX.

Upon his return, the PVAO Administrator said that

P Wi B e eenes g s he brought back with him a wealth of experience and

PVAO Administrator Emesto G. Carolina heads the Philippine best practices generously shared by his counterparts

delegation composed of VFP officials. from the participating countries.

i s A Veterans organizations from Laos, Brunei Darussa-
flrYs £ASOylrYSE YR ¢KIAfIYR KIFI@®S SR Ay (KS adNBy3d
the agriculture and livestock activities of veterans based on their local conditions and national potential. All
countries have also taken a key role in allocation of land for agriculture production and construction of houses
for war veterans who do not have any permanent shelter. The government of Thailand, in fact, carries out their
projects according to the assistance guideline mentioned in the Royal Speécl8 f LI FSGSNI ya a2z
0 K S Y a Stug) $héyhave provided training course and financial assistance to agricultural projects, such as
coffee plantation, mushroom farming, organic fertilizer production, and machinery repair for veterans and
ex-servicemen.

For its part, the Indonesian government advances the welfare of their veterans by consistently improving its
Veterans Act which now includes 75% discount of property tax, 30% fare discount byowstad
transportation agencies, improved health care benefits in the government hospital for the veterans and the
inclusion of personnel who served in Peacekeeping Operations of the United Nations in the ranks of veterans.

Singaporean veterans, meanwhile, consider it their main goal to foster a closer link between the active and
the exregular servicemen. Members of the SAFVL regularly go back to camps and share their experiences wit
the younger members of the SAF.

The 2012 VECONAC General Assembly will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

!
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House Committee Conducts Hearing on RA 2460 Implementation

Rep. Herminia B. Roman, Chairperson of the House Committee on Veterans Affairs and Welfare in the
15th Congress, presides the Sixth Regular Committee Meeting on the implementation of RA 2640.

Rep. Herminia B. Roman (1st Dist., Bataan), Chairperson of the House Committee on Veterans Affairs a
Welfare of the Fifteenth Congress presided the 6th Regular Meeting of theCB8uimittee overseeing the
implementation of RA 2460 last October 12, 2011 at the AFPCOC Patio, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

The meeting that was attended by VFP officials, leaders of the veterans organizations chartered under the
VFP and DND Undersecretary Eduardo G. Batac of the Civil, Veterans, and Reserve Affairs aims to oversee
AYLX SYSyidl GdAa2y 2F w! Henn 2NJ aly 1 OG G2 /NBFHGS |t
0KS tKAfALIWMAYSaz: 5STAYAYy3I Lia t26SNEX YR F2N hiK
Secretary of National Defense (SND) as affirmed by the ruling of the Supreme Court.

Implementing the decision of the High Court, Defense Sec. Voltaire T. Gazmin previously issued DN
5SLI NIGYSYy(d [/ ANDdzZ I NJ b2d mn gKAOK LINRPGARSAE F2N (KS
Henné YR 2NRSNBR (KS + @wnediafld cantnfied Gokpargtionl amend itsScangtiguticlf Y S
and bylaws and conduct an inventory of all its assets, bank accounts, fees charged, and potential sources
revenues. The SND likewise upheld firmly that the VFP should function as an umbrella organization of veterar
organizations, not a separate organization, through which the State should channel its benefits for the proper
management and equal distribution among the veterans and their families.

I R2 LJG A Yy HofiAKaS] ¢ GIANS A SYGSR o6& [ (UDSy® 9NySaaz2z Do /|
Affairs Office (PVAO), the legislators sought from the Veterans Federation of the Philippines (VFP) a Constitution
By-Laws approved by the SND that will serve as the basis in implementing RA 2640.

Realizing the urgency of the situation, the House Committee then created a Task Force that will finalize the
VFP Constitution and Byaws for the approval of the SND. It will consider the provisions and inputs of other
veterans organizations to ensure that the terms in the said constitution anthvy will give equal rights and
benefits to all veterans regardless of their organizations and address the present realities. The Task Force will
composed of representatives from each of the 17 organizations chartered under the VFP. Rep. Mandanas has be
designated Task Force Chairman to be assisted by Administrator Carolin&hai@oan.

GLG oAttt faz2z o0S | 3A22R @SydzS F2N) dza (G2 NBOGASH (KS
Muntinlupa, said. With the increasing number of AFP retirees and the dwindling numbers of WWII veterans, PVA(
Administrator Ernesto Carolina likewise noted that the finalization of the VFP Constitution draWBywill prove to
be most prudent.

Members of the committee who joined the meeting were Reps. Rodolfo G. Biazon (Lone Dist., Muntinlupa)
Rep. Hermilando Mandanas'{Dist, Batangas) and Rep. Ma. Theresa Botearid (4 Dist., Manila).



